“North River” of Clermont

I am, very slowly,  building a 1:48 scale model of Robert Fulton’s “North River“ of Clermont the first commercially successful river steamer that sailed from New York to Albany and back again in the USA on a regular weekly scheduled service starting in 1807, it started a huge industry with steam boats on the rivers of America that culminated in vast multi decked paddlers especially on the Mississippi river systems.

The original was rebuilt several times, originally only 12 foot wide, the engine was a Boulton and Watt sent over from Britain, ordered by Robert Fulton when he visited here, he had already built small boats in France, Clermont was the name of Robert R. Livingston’s estate who had the monopoly of passenger carrying on the River Hudson.

A full-sized replica was built in 1907 on the centenary of the original ships first trip to Albany but sadly was eventually broken up.

The model is designed with information gained on the internet especially from Google Images and Wikipedia. Built mainly in wood but with lots of parts 3D printed in plastic. All the mechanical systems are now installed and I hope to plank the hull and have it water tight soon and hopefully sail it on our return to Over sometime in the future.
It is a long and thin model, the hull is 100mm wide and one metre long.

Oh! just have 30 minutes in either Hereford Model shop or Antics!
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